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environmental stewardship is the responsibility 
for environmental quality shared by all those 
whose actions affect the environment. although 
there’s often overlap, we can think of three types 
of environmental stewards: doers, donors and 
practitioners. Doers take action. these are the 
boots-on-the-ground folks involved in cleaning 
up beaches, removing invasive plants, monitoring 
water quality and other activities. Donors 
financially support projects by providing money or 
organizing fundraisers. individuals, organizations 
and government agencies can serve as donors. 
finally, practitioners work on a day-to-day 
basis steering government agencies, research 
institutions and stakeholder groups involved 
in stewardship activities. together, these three 
groups of stewards work to protect and restore 
our natural world.

Wisconsin’s environmental stewards do important 
work throughout our Great lakes Basin. here are 
a few examples of their projects:
•  on the menominee river, the river alliance 

of Wi and many partners are working to help 

lake sturgeon move around dams to find more 
suitable spawning habitat. loss of habitat, 
pollution and overfishing have dramatically 
reduced the sturgeon population. With better 
access to spawning habitat, the menominee  
river can once again produce high numbers of 
this ancient fish. Watch a video about this project  
at: https://youtu.be/xp2bqIR3LHA 

•  the Wisconsin Dnr and partners are working  
to rebuild and restore the cat island chain in 
Green Bay, which washed away in storms of 
the 1970s. restoring the islands will provide 
important habitat for fish, migratory birds  
and other wildlife and will also provide a  
use for clean sediment that must be  
dredged to keep navigation channels open.

•   in howards Bay in lake superior, the  
Wisconsin Dnr and partners are working to  
clean up contaminated sediment.  Dredging  
and removal of contaminants will not only 
improve living conditions for fish and wildlife,  
but will also leave a deeper channel, much  
better suited for ships and other boat uses.

in this year’s calendar, we celebrate Wisconsin’s 
environmental stewards — the doers, donors  
and practitioners — who are working so  
hard to keep Wisconsin’s Great lakes great! 

“little Girl on the Watershed” (cover photo), 2nd place (tie) Great lakes stewardship  
By JAmEY PEnnEY-RIttER
a strong connection to a place creates good stewards. many local stewards dedicate their time and  
effort to help care for lake michigan or lake superior because they feel a special connection to these  
precious resources. the Bayfield regional conservancy helps landowners preserve important conservation  
values on their land, protecting and improving rivers that are part of the lake superior watershed.

 - Jamey penney-ritter, Bayfield regional conservancy 
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“Wisconsin’s Great Lakes” 2017 Photo Contest 
send us your best photos of lake michigan or lake superior. We’re looking for beautiful shorelines, kids 
and adults enjoying the lakes, cultural and historic aspects of the lakes, and people involved in Great lakes 
stewardship activities. Winning photos will be used in the 2017-2018 Wisconsin’s Great lakes calendar and in 
other Dnr publications, presentations, websites and displays. photo submission deadline is february 1, 2017. 
Photos of all seasons are needed!

Entry Categories (limit three photo entries per individual):  
1.  People enjoying Wisconsin’s Great Lakes.  images of people fishing, canoeing, sailing, playing on 

the beach, etc. 
2. natural features and wildlife. Great lakes shorelines, wetlands and tributaries, fish and other wildlife.
3. Historical and cultural features. lighthouses, harbor towns, festivals, etc.
4.  Great Lakes Stewardship. show us how you, your agency/organization or a local group is protecting, 

enhancing or restoring the shore, tributaries, wetlands or beaches of lake michigan or lake superior. send us 
a photo of your work and a brief (up to 180 words) description of the partners involved, your funding source 
and what you hope to accomplish.

Rules and instructions: 

1. the contest is open to anyone. photos must be submitted electronically. 

2.   attach each photo (jpeg format) to a separate email. in each email, please include the photo title, where in 
Wisconsin the photo was taken, the entry category, your name, email address, mailing address and phone 
number.  

3.  photos must be high resolution (maximum file size 11mB), horizontal in orientation, and taken in Wisconsin. 
photo editing is ok!

4.  the Wisconsin Dnr reserves the right to use an electronic or print copy of any image entered in the 
contest for non-commercial educational or promotional use with credit to the photographer. for 
example, photos may be used for Dnr displays, slide shows, videos, publications and website.  

Judging:  

photos will be judged by a panel of Wisconsin Dnr staff. criteria for judging will include creativity, 
visual and technical merit, and composition.

Awards and Prizes:  

Winning photographs will be included in the 2017-2018 Wisconsin’s Great lakes calendar. Winning 
photographers will be contacted by mail, phone or email and will receive the calendar by mail.

E-mail Photos and Entry Information to: 

DnRGreatLakesPhotoContest@wisconsin.gov.

“Wisconsin’s Great Lakes” Writing Project

is your talent writing? send us your original Great lakes quote, essay, poem, song or rap. help get the 
word out about how great Wisconsin’s Great lakes are. share your favorite writings with us and you 
may find your words on our website, calendar, publications and displays! (all authors will be credited.) 
Deadline february 1, 2017.

email writings to: DnRGreatLakesWriting@wisconsin.gov.

Throughout Wisconsin, people are working together to 
protect and restore our Great lakes, cleaning up toxic 
sediment, restoring habitat, monitoring fish and wildlife, 
and  improving beaches for all of us to enjoy. Our Great 
lakes add so much to our quality of life here in Wisconsin. 
I am proud of these good stewards for all they are doing 
to take care of these amazing, beautiful resources.
- Cathy Stepp, dnr Secretary

www.youtube.com/user/WIDNRTV  twitter.com/WDNR
 
www.facebook.com/WIDNR

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai

www.pinterest.com/WDNR/ www.flickr.com/photos/widnr/

Wisconsin Dnr’s office of the Great lakes is pleased to present our annual 
Wisconsin’s Great lakes calendar. We hope this calendar will be a daily 
reminder of how precious Wisconsin’s Great lakes are and how we can all 
help protect them. the calendar showcases images from our 2016 photo 
contest, descriptions of protection and restoration projects submitted 
by Great lakes stewards statewide, and poems submitted by Wisconsin 
authors.  as these photos and writings clearly show, the Great lakes are 
among Wisconsin’s most scenic and beloved natural resources. 

thank you to all 2016 photographers and authors for  
sharing your talent with us!  

Visit the office of the Great lakes website to see more photos and writing 
submissions dnr.wi.gov (search: photo and Writing submissions) 

The WIscoNsIN DNR Is oN

restoring our Great lakes and Great lakes shorelines has 
a double benefit for Wisconsin. not only are jobs created 
during the restoration work, but increased economic 
and recreational opportunities naturally follow once 
the restoration is complete. We applaud those who are 
working throughout Wisconsin to improve and restore lake 
Michigan and lake Superior, as both lakes have so much to 
offer us economically, recreationally, and environmentally.
- Governor Scott Walker
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autumn Begins last Quarter moon

new moon

first Quarter moon

full moonpatriot Day
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Background photo by LISA LEHmAnn

photo by KAREn GERSOnDE

aBoVe: “star trails” by JOE POLECHECK 
1st place – cultural and historical features 
near superior, Wi

Wisconsin Great Lakes:  
An Acrostic Poem*
By PAtRICIA WILLIAmS

Wander under star-filled, velvet skies,         
indigo above great waters, that               
shimmer in a heaven and earth duet –                
celebrate the moon and tidal level, the
occurrence of a watery whisper,
northern lights with buoyant ripples, 
summer’s moist breezes 
infused with dense green scent –  
nature’s season of leafy emeralds.                                      

Golden sunlight tumbles,                                        
rolling waves rush to beaches,
ebb and flow, while 
autumn’s kaleidoscopic colors 
turn bright in cooler weather. 

lake shores in majestic winter,       
aglitter with silver and diamonds, 
kissed by melancholy shades of pale,                                              
embrace a frozen glory –                                                  
spring’s sweetness, around the corner.

*an acrostic poem forms a phrase,  
read vertically, using the first letter  
of each line.
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clean Water act  
signed in 1972

rosh hashanah 
Begins at sundown

Yom kippur 
Begins at sundown

new moon
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Little manitowoc River Seining 
By tItUS SEILHEImER  
Wi sea Grant  
uW manitowoc 

Wisconsin sea Grant began sampling 
the wetland fish population in the 
little manitowoc river in fall 2014. 
the waterway and wetland are 
slated for restoration between Waldo 
Boulevard and maritime Drive, so 
knowing what species are present 
is important in assessing changes 
after the restoration. amy fettes 
of the lakeshore natural resource 
partnership is pictured below pulling 
the end of the seine to collect and 
record fish species. 
 
a meander (series of curves) will 
be added to the river to improve 
flow and underwater habitat and 
the wetland area will be improved 
by removing invasive species and 
re-planting with native species. 
partners: lakeshore natural resource 
partnership, lakeshore Water institute 
at uW-manitowoc, lakeshore invasive 
species management area, Wisconsin 
Waterfowl association, Ducks 
unlimited, u.s. fish and Wildlife  
service, stantec, WDnr, and Wisconsin 
sea Grant. funding by: lakeshore 
natural resource partnership from 
sustain our Great lakes, u.s. fWs 
coastal program Grant, Great lakes 
protection fund, fund for lake 
michigan, and healing our Waters. 

aBoVe: “perfect reflection”  
By BREnDA R. JOnES 
Big Bay town park 
lapointe, Wi

photo by tItUS SEILHEImER
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last Quarter moon

new moon

first Quarter moon

full moon

election Day

KK Bay Before and After  
By KRIStY DEVERA 
city of superior

the sections of Billings Drive adjacent 
to both kelly and kilner Bays in 
superior, Wi consist of very steep 
slopes leading down to valleys where 
culverts connect tributary streams to 
each bay. after rains, road shoulders 
would wash out and deposit materials 
in the inner most wetland area of the 
bays, increasing road maintenance 
costs, degrading water quality and 
harming fish and wildlife habitat.

the city of superior implemented 
three conservation practices to 
prevent further erosion and allow 
for better water flow. first, existing 
culverts were realigned and resized 
to improve water flow and provide a 
better connection for fish and wildlife. 
next, concrete cloth was used to 
line the ditches along the steep 
embankments, allowing for good con-
trol of runoff within a very small area. 
finally, flex-a-mat (a tied concrete 
block mat) was installed to protect 
the shoreline from erosion while 
allowing plants to grow between 
concrete blocks. the vegetation will 
provide wildlife habitat and improve 
water quality in the bay.  

aBoVe: “clear for takeoff”  
By mARC POntO 
milwaukee, Wi

photo by KRIStY DEVERA
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Great lakes compact 
enacted in 2008

Great lakes restoration 
strategy released in 2005

Great lakes compact  
signed by Governors in 2005

Winter Begins
hanukkah 
Begins at sundown
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pearl harbor Day

aBoVe: “Glazed sunset” 
By JOE POLECHECK 
2nd place (tie) natural features and Wildlife 
near superior, Wi

Like the Ice 
By BREAnnA mEKULY

some say it’s the wind that brings us  
 together 
in pieces
battered and broken. 

here it is we gather –
wherever “here” is, i suppose. 

i can’t find fullness
but i can see the colors of the  
 evening sky mesh
blue to purple to pink to orangish;
without the clouds it’s like they  
 are all one.
so completed. so absolute. 

But it comes too early.
i was only away for a moment
and already the world has turned dark.
it’s too early.

how can it come together, so perfectly,
 for only just a moment?
can we, too, do the same this eve?
let the wind bring our broken selves
 to this corner of this lake
Where at least we won’t be  
 alone for a while.

photo by GERVASE tHOmPSOn
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chinese new Year

martin luther king Day

full moon

Remember to submit your best Great Lakes photos and 
writings!  See information on the first pages of this calendar. 
The deadline is February 1, 2017.

WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
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•

i go to nature to be soothed 
and healed, and to have 
my senses put in order. 

-John Burroughs, American 
naturalist and Essayist

aBoVe: “final light”  
By PAUL SCHULtZ  
2nd place (tie) – natural features and  
Wildlife  
apostle islands

Along Superior’s north Shore
By DEAnO SAmEnS

the Breeze and sun,
relentless Waves, and shore…
peaceful mind,
no need for more…
God’s Gift, another Day…
picking rocks,
skipping some away…
casting out,
Just to return…
the sounds of Waves,
crash and churn…
spend some time,
along superior’s north shore…
stop, sit still,
simplify if You Will…
Questions all
Will still remain…
But here, right now,
is Why i came…

photo by ALISA LAnDmnAn
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aBoVe: “algoma morning light” 
By KAREn ALESCH  
algoma, Wi

Polar Vortex monsters  
By mARILYn ZELKE-WInDAU

fogsteam rises.
it hides the monsters
of this deep lake.
they wait 
to come ashore,
to whip arms,
to dance a frenzied
polka cold, dotting
the waves with
snowsweat. 

a solitary figure,
parka-bundled,
hand-gloved, 
mouth-scarved,
head-hatted,
walks the beach,
the icehills.
he visits icicle hangings,
treads frozen plateaus
in heavy moonboots. 
he doesn’t know 
the danger.

the monsters await
the sight of breath,
of steam —
their kindred essence.
they see only his eyes, 
ovals encased 
in icedropped lashes.

they hurry to shore,
as he hurries to car.
a fast runner wins life,
warmth, in a race
against the polar vortex.

photo by CHRIStOPHER RAnD
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aBoVe: “Breakwater Bodyguards”  
By mASOn mORRIS  
1st place Great lakes stewardship  
port Washington, Wi

photo by GLEnn A. GIERZYCKI

Breakwater Bodyguards 
By mASOn mORRIS  
ozaukee media

shoring up port Washington’s 
beleaguered breakwater, the u.s. 
army corp of engineers added boulder 
bodyguards to protect the decaying 
federal structure from lake michigan’s 
relentless waves of attack. 

Built in 1935, these breakwaters 
between milwaukee and sheboygan 
form ozaukee county’s only harbor and 
marina, critical for protection and safe 
passage on this important navigation 
channel. local tourism and recreation 
also depend heavily on this multipurpose 
structure. 

When the 990-foot public walkway 
to the iconic art Deco lighthouse was 
declared unsafe for use, local groups 
formed, and social media spread word, 
as support efforts were rallied. in 2014, 
the city’s mayor, tom mlada, traveled to 
Washington, D.c. to secure funding from 
u.s. ace officials to begin the first phase 
of restoration.

efforts continued in 2016 with a harbor 
assistance program award, received as 
a result of the city’s partnership with 
Discovery World and the Denis sullivan’s 
presence in the harbor. focused on 
safety and sustainability, plans include a 
family-friendly aDa compliant walkway 
entrance, ensuring future access to this 
historic symbol of ozaukee county.
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aBoVe: “1st lighthouse”  
By JOnAtHAn CODY 
1st place – people enjoying Wisconsin’s 
Great lakes 
Bailey’s harbor, Wi

menekaunee Harbor Restoration 
By CHERYL BOUGIE  
WDnr

menekaunee harbor in marinette, Wi 
was severely affected by excessive 
sediment contaminated with heavy 
metals and polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (pah’s) as well as loss of 
wetland habitat. this harbor is part of the 
menominee river area of concern (aoc). 
the WDnr, city of marinette, and u.s. 
epa removed failing seawall and dredged 
contaminated and excess sediment to 
restore and improve this valuable local 
resource, utilizing federal Great lakes 
restoration initiative funding.

the harbor is now cleaner, deeper and 
better able to accommodate recreational 
and commercial fishing boats. Walkers, 
bikers, wildlife watchers and anglers 
are also enjoying the improved harbor. 
the city of marinette and WDnr share 
a vision for the harbor that includes 
enhanced economic and recreational 
opportunities, a cleaner environment and 
improved habitat for fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, waterfowl and other wildlife. 
Watch a video overview of this project at: 
https://youtu.be/d3nLkri-SI8  

for more information on Wisconsin’s 
areas of concern: wi.dnr.gov  
(search: aoc) 

photo by CHERYL BOUGIE
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photo below: racine health Department staff 
member, rosalyn smith, and volunteers restore   
a section of dry/sand prairie with nodding onion 
(allium cernuum) in June 2015. 

aBoVe: “silent night”  
By HOLLY SmItH  
2nd place – people enjoying Wisconsin’s 
Great lakes 
Bayfield, Wi

Samuel meyers Park Restoration  
By JULIE KInZELmAn  
racine health Department

samuel myers park lies within the pike 
river Watershed, in the city of racine. 
invasive species, soil erosion, and storm 
water runoff has led to poor water 
quality, habitat loss and degraded 
wetlands, problems common to the 
greater pike river watershed and lake 
michigan shoreline.

since 2013 the city of racine has been 
working hard to improve water quality 
and create public access with the help 
of volunteers from local high schools, 
churches, community organizations, 
friends of myers park, uW-parkside 
and the Great lakes community 
conservation corps. removing 
invasive species (like phragmites) and 
restoring native dry/sand prairie, dune 
and wetland vegetation will provide 
food and shelter for a variety of bird 
species in this migratory flyway as well 
as habitat for year round “residents” 
such as american toads and muskrat. 
improvements at meyers park will also 
benefit beach visitors and help stimulate 
the local economy.

photo by JULIE KInZELmAn
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WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe: “Dragonfly larvae surveys”  
By BOB GROSS  
northland college 
2nd place (tie) Great lakes stewardship

Dragonfly Larvae Survey  
By JULIE BUCKLES  
northland college

citizen scientists are involved in many 
types of environmental monitoring. 
Volunteers often monitor aquatic insects 
because insects can be good indicators 
of environmental quality. in this study, 
dragonflies are used to monitor spatial 
patterns and trends in mercury across 
several state and national parks. recent 
studies have shown that concentrations 
of mercury in larval dragonfly are well 
correlated with levels of mercury in fish. 
larval dragonfly are more easily sampled 
than fish.

Dr. randy lehr, co-director of the 
northland college mary Griggs Burke 
center for freshwater innovation, and 
northland college senior Joe fitzgerald 
collected dragonfly larvae in the apostle 
islands in summer 2015 as part of a 
larger study in which students work as 
citizen scientists in cooperation with the 
national park service, u.s. Geological 
survey, and the university of maine.

Joe fitzgerald collected dragonfly larvae 
at pictured rocks, isle royale, Grand 
portage, st. croix, and the apostle islands 
national lakeshore. in 2016, he plans to 
add sleeping Bear Dunes and Voyageurs 
national park.

photo by CHUCK GERmAIn
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WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe: “after hours summerfest”  
By mARK StRAUB 
milwaukee, Wi

Restoring Wild Rice
By mOLLY WICK 
WDnr

Wild rice has played a major role — 
nutritionally, culturally and spiritually 
— in the lives of the ojibway people 
for centuries. the ojibway consider wild 
rice or manoomin (“the good berry”) a 
special gift from the creator. according 
to legend, during their long migration 
from the east coast, the ojibway were 
instructed to go to the place where “the 
food grows on water,” leading them to 
lake superior and the northern inland 
lakes. Wild rice is also important to fish, 
birds and other wildlife.

allouez Bay is the site of an effort to 
restore wild rice to the st. louis river 
estuary. in 2015, over 30 acres of the 
bay were planted with wild rice. it can 
take five years of seeding to establish 
a seed bank in the mud and develop 
a dense stand of the plant. hopefully 
after several years of seeding, this bay 
will be filled with wild rice that can 
be harvested by the local community. 
this project is a partnership between 
Douglas co., uWs-lake superior 
research institute, WDnr, Great lakes 
indian fish and Wildlife commission, 
lake superior national estuarine 
research reserve, Ducks unlimited, 
and the city of superior; funded by a 
national fish and Wildlife foundation 
sustain our Great lakes grant.  

photo by mOLLY WICK
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WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe: “ride the lightning”  
By SAm PURDY  
1st place – natural features and Wildlife  
Grant park, milwaukee, Wi

What Right Have I
By JUDE GEnEREAUx
(inspired by ellison Bluff vista)

What right have i
to luxuriate in such beauty?      
people are starving in africa
 children die in the killing fields
  the mid-east festers, ticking

What right …
to sit gazing at sun dazzled water
lined in cliffs of white, bumblebees    
pop & whizz
through candy cane striped flutes 
gulls glide, weightless over a 
navy-blue-white-frothing bay
 i sit idle in a field 
  studying the lace of white pine.

Would i dare hope this is karma, 
reincarnation?
i am aware of nothing i did to earn  
this moment
 even as i recognize the truest sin 
  would be to not rejoice in such grace

When i return home 
i promise 
to write my congressmen
send money to good causes;
 But for this moment 
my sole duty, my responsibility 
 is to take notice of this perfection 
          and be glad.       

photo by mARK CHARBOnnEAU
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WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe: “Breakwater lighthouse” 
By BRIAn tAYLOR 
2nd place – cultural and historical features 
ashland, Wi

White Feathers 
By mARILYn ZELKE-WInDAU

soft on grit,
white feathers on sand —
gulls track away
to the lake.
triangle webbed paths 
crisscross,
screech intersections,
coo discoveries,
ascend to float 
on air waves.

photo by BREnDA R. JOnES
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WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe:“angles, lines and 
Determination”  
By REGGIE GAUGER  
sheboygan, Wi

Restore the Shore 
By JEnnIFER POWELL  
Woodland Dunes nature center and preserve 

invasive plants and animals can disrupt 
the native ecosystem and degrade living 
conditions for native species. restore 
the shore is a collaborative effort with a 
common goal of removing invasive species 
and restoring natives for the benefit 
of migratory birds, pollinators and the 
community. this restoration stretches from 
southern manitowoc co. up to kewaunee 
co., with plans to expand along the lake 
michigan shoreline. Between 2013 and 
2016, approximately 5,000 trees and 
shrubs, along with forbs and grasses, 
were planted on approximately 200 acres 
of restored habitat. the manitowoc-two 
rivers lakeshore is an important migratory 
stopover area for many birds.

Partners: lakeshore invasive species 
management area, Woodland Dunes nature 
center and preserve, lakeshore natural resource 
partnership, Wi stopover initiative, manitowoc co., 
city of two rivers, city of manitowoc, and local 
school districts, landscaping companies, and scout 
and friends groups.

Funding: West foundation, hooper 
foundation, u.s. fish and Wildlife service, 
natural resources foundation of Wi, 
Wi Doa coastal management, James e. 
Dutton foundation, fund for lake michigan, 
sustain our Great lakes, natural resources 
conservation service, Wi environmental 
education Board, Wi public service and WDnr.

for more information: http://www.lisma.
net/restore-shore/ or http://www.
woodlanddunes.org/restore-the-shore/ .

photo by JEnnIFER POWELL





november 2017
SUNDAY                 MONDAY                TUESDAY             WEDNESDAY            THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                SATURDAY

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21  22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

 

thanksgiving Day

Dayllight savings 
time ends

 
     DECEmBER 2017
 S     m t    W t F S
       1 2    
  3     4 5   6   7   8 9 
10   11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31  

edmund fitzgerald 
sinks in lake superior 
in 1975

last Quarter moon

new moon

first Quarter moon

full moon

ph
ot

o 
by

 L
O

RR
I H

O
W

SK
I

 
OCtOBER 2017

 S     m t    W t F S
  1   2   3   4   5 6 7 
  8   9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31  

Veteran’s Day

WISCONSIN’S GREAT LAKES!    
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources    Office of the Great Lakes

aBoVe: “foggy Day at Big Bay Beach”  
By JOEL BEREnBAUm 
Whitefish Bay, Wi

From a Point of Stone 
(song lyrics written in 1997)
By SHEILA LARKIn

lay me down on your rocky shore so gently,
i have come in on an eastern wind tonight.
if i listen will you have a tale to tell me?
Will i hear it by the early morning light?

looking out at the blue-on-blue horizon,
like a ship’s bow, but from a point of stone
‘cross the waters wide the waves are surely 
risin’,
now it’s you and me, face-to face alone. 

ah lady of the water,
living, clear blue inland sea.
Beauty...like no other
i’m listening now....please talk to me. 

i have heard that your water can turn angry,
that the wind and waves have claimed many 
lives.
i am humbled by your presence that 
surrounds me
in your memory lives the sound of old 
goodbyes.  

What i’m looking for is something like a 
question,
When i learn to ask it maybe then i’ll know
how to put aside my fear and learn to listen
to the hidden song my heart longs to show.

photo by KAREn GERSOnDE
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pearl harbor Day

Seasons 
By JOHn BOURGEOIS
 
as i sit here quietly...sipping my coffee, 
while i stop and think.
i can’t help but notice, how the seasons 
can change! 
they change in a blink!
and when they do...there are many...
who don’t agree, putting up such a stink,
as mother nature, does what she does, 
While i sit here and ponder, ponder and 
think.
While she works her great magic, from 
the sky up above
i will raise my cup, and sip from my drink.
While the otters will play... and the fox 
and the mink.
she’ll whisk her great wand, high up in 
the air...
and she’ll swish around the wind, and 
stir the night air, 
While she gives a slight nod and a 
curious wink.
to show us nature’s beauty, so what do 
you think? 

aBoVe: “first snow” 
By DAVID HEILmAn 
Jackson harbor, Wi

photo by mASOn mORRIS



the Wisconsin Department of natural resources provides equal opportunity in its employment programs, services, and functions under an 
affirmative action plan.  if you have any questions, please write to equal opportunity office, Department of the interior, Washington D.c. 20240.

this publication is available in alternative format  (large print, Braille, audiotape, etc.) upon request. please call 608-267-0555 for more information.

please oBtain Written permission to use imaGes from this puBlication

“the ultimate test of a man’s conscience may be his willingness to sacrifice something 
today for future generations whose words of thanks will not be heard.”

GAYLORD nELSOn 
former Wisconsin governor and co-founder of earth Day

Wisconsin Department of natural resources 
office of the Great lakes
101 s. Webster st.
madison, Wi 53707-7921 

for more information, visit: dnr.wi.gov (search Great lakes)
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